knowledge as to the pathology and natural affinities of the same class of maladies.
There is no department of medicine which proves more clearly than dermatology the evil result of its study being made a specialty, and we have merely to glance through the list of classifications printed at the end of Dr. Meldon's book to obtain so many illustrations of the fact. The only two works on the subject of original character?that of YVillan and that of Hebra? which are alike admirable for power of observation and sound judg- 1873, pp. 532 (woodcuts).
Reviews.
[Jan., the skin for learning lessons of the nature [Jan.; of these diseases with an arthritic diathesis, though his view has been adopted by Mr. Hutchinson. Psoriasis certainly occurs very often in gouty subjects, but not in those subject to rheumatism or other diseases of the joints ; and the remaining members of the group, chronic eczema and pemphigus (unconnected with syphilis), non-parasitic prurigo and true lichen, are not more common in gouty subjects than in others. Acute general eczema deviates very much from the ordinary form of the disease, in its sudden onset, its rarity, its tendency to recover and its reaction to drugs; nor is it often followed by the more common chronic disease. Indeed the acute form is in many respects more nearly allied to erysipelas. Eczema is the least special of these inflammations of the superficial cutis. We can produce it artificially at will; or rather a dermatitis, which resembles eczema in its anatomy, but differs in its distribution, course and tendency to recovery. The links between typical idiopathic eczema and the inflammation set up by a mustard poultice are the so-called eczemas dependent on local irritation, E. solare, grocer's itch, &c., and scabies, which is only a dermatitis of peculiar distribution and course, dependent from the peculiarity of its origin.
The successive discovery of the various vegetable parasites which infest the skin has given us another natural group of diseases, agreeing not only in their origin, but in the tissues they affect, the chronicity of their course, their mode of spreading, their contagiousness, and the principles of their treatment.
In this department Dr. Fox's labours have been deserving of all praise, and his chapter on the subject is one of the most important in the book.
We willing to believe; but should refer its action rather to the cerebral than the sympathetic system.
